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TOWN OF WENHAM 

Conservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes of July 23, 2018 

Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 
 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Commissioners, a meeting of the Conservation Commission was held on Monday July 23, 2018 at 7 PM in the Selectmen 
Meeting Room.  
 
The Conservation Commission's role is to preserve and protect the integrity of wetland systems in the Town. The Commission derives its authority from the 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the Wenham Water Resources Protection Bylaw.  
The Commission is also responsible for the promotion and sound development of the natural resources and protection of the watershed resources of the 
community. The Commission may receive gifts, bequests or devises of interests in land, subject to the approval of the Board of Selectmen. 
Conservation Commission 3-year Term: R. Burnett (2019); P. Colarusso (2019); L. Maestranzi (2021); M. Novak (2020); M. Reid (2019); A. Syed (2020) 
Open Seat (2021)  
 
With a quorum present, Mr. Colarusso called the meeting to order at 7 pm.   
Commissioners present: Philip Colarusso, Chair; Leo Maestranzi; Michael Novak; Malcolm Reid;  Asma Syed 
Not present: Robert Burnett  
Also present: Margaret Hoffman, Planning Coordinator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary  
 
 
Public Hearing  
 
Notice of Intent (NOI) 
Applicant: Mass Audubon 
Location: 346 Grapevine Road, Wenham MA (Map 48, Lot 2) 
Project: Notice of Intent filed by Mass Audubon, 346 Grapevine Road to pave a driveway which crosses a wetland Resource 
Area at 346 Grapevine Road, Wenham MA (Map 48, Lot 2). Continued from June 25, 2018.  
 Ms. Hoffman Read legal notice as published to pave the driveway at Endicott wildlife sanctuary 
 Letter June 6, 2018  
 Packet application  
 Samiotes Consultants, Inc. Engineers/ Land Surveyors, Framingham - As Built Plan of the road 

The applicant provided return receipts of abutter notifications. 
 
Present for the applicant was Robert Buchsbaum Ph.D., Greater Boston North Shore Regional Scientist 
Mr. Buchsbaum spoke to the application.  He said the initiative to pave the road came from the parents, and staff of the pre-
school on site as well as the improved ability to plow the driveway. 
Although the driveway is narrow, it will be paved within the current footprint without a berm. 
The Commissioners confirmed the use of erosion control during construction; the project was anticipated to take about a week 
and be completed in August before school started.  
Mr. Maestranzi suggested there was no adverse impact, with potential improvement to the resource area with the added stability 
of the crossing and reducing erosion. Ms. Hoffman will do a site visit to confirm the erosion control. 
 
Vote:  Mr. Maestranzi moved to grant the Permit with the standard order of conditions and it was unanimous to do so. 
 
Administrative Business:  
•  Letter of Support for the Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP)  
Ms. Hoffman reported the final draft of the OSRP was ready for review by Town Boards/Committees; comments may still be 
submitted and amendments considered by the Opens Space Committee.   The BOS will consider a Letter of Support at their 
meeting tomorrow night. (July 24, 2018) 
Once the OSRP is finalized by the Town, the Plan is submitted to the State for approval along with Letters of Support. 
The Commissioners agreed to review the OSRP and respond with comments to Ms. Hoffman by the end of next week. 
 
•  FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) Working Map Discussion 
 Printed PowerPoint Risk Map FEMA presentation from the July 10 meeting at HW library 
 Work Map Meeting Charles Watershed   
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FEMA is updating the flood maps in the Charles Watershed. The Charles Watershed contains or touches 6 counties in MA 
along the East Coast.  Community Board/Committees have been asked to review and provide comments through August 10; 
the maps are not public at this time. 
The Commissioners reviewed the maps.  Ms. Hoffman will provide the link to the Commissioners to view the meeting.  
 
•  Approve Meeting Minutes - May 14 
The Commissioners unanimously approved the May 14, 2018 meeting minutes.  
 
There was no quorum for the June 11, 2018  meeting, therefore the meeting notes did not need to be approved.  
 
 • Other matters, as may not have been reasonably anticipated by the Chair (Discussion Only)  
o The Commissioners asked for an update on the interview process for the Conservation Coordinator.  Mr. Colarusso as 

Chair and Ms. Syed as The Open Space & Recreation Committee Chair, met with the recommended candidate.  This 
candidate was offered the position.   The tentative start date is August 13. 

o Mr. Maestranzi mentioned a resident he knows is interested in subletting farm land at Reynolds Farm from the Food 
Project.  The Commissioners agreed to direct this person to the Food Project. 

o There was a brief discussion regarding the need to fill the open seat on the Conservation Commission, 
o Brief discussion to fill the open seat on the commission. 

 
The Commissioners will meet as needed in August:   August 13 / August 27 
 
 
• Adjournment- The Commissioners unanimously adjourned at 7:58 pm   
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
7.24.18 
 


